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viper after its prey, and of a little flying dragon after
a butterfly.1    .    *   *   I cannot give you any just idea
of the beauty and elegance of the show.   There is a
vast deal of e^her employed, and the room smelt so
strongly of Hofiman as to add very much to my pleasure
and to that of Mrs* Johnston, who has the same affec-
tion for Hoffman that I have.    Everybody else was
loudly complaining of the stench, while we were whiffing
it up and agreeing that it was a nosegay, and that it
smelt of a good night.   I never was in Mrs. Johnston's
company before, and she has made my conquest.   You
know she is one of the finest women in the world, but
besides that she has a great deal of simplicity, of cheer-
fulness, of fun, with a degree of refinement and clever-
ness that makes her understand fun at half-a-word,
which is very pleasant.    She has, besides these agree-
ablenesses, very good qualities, and has behaved ex-
cessively well in a trying situation.'

* Pall Mall Court: June 14, 1788.

6 Sheridan concluded yesterday, and the trial is ad-
journed to the first Tuesday in next session. . . . He
was finer yesterday than ever. I believe there were few
dry eyes in the assembly; and as for myself, I never re-
member to have cried so heartily and so copiously on any
public occasion. . . . My admiration of Ms last day is
entirely without any abatement or qualification what-
ever. Burke caught him in his arms as he sat down,

1 This seems to be the trick so much admired when exhibited by the
Japanese conjurors in London, and seen by Lord Elgin in Japan,